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WIDCOMBE INFANT SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY 

 
Newsletter September 2021 

 
As a new academic begins we would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to Widcombe Infant School.  
 
None of us could have predicted how much life changed during the Lockdown. During the Pandemic, Governors are 
aware how much parents and children have appreciated and benefited from the range and flexibility of support that 
staff of Widcombe Infant School have provided. This has been both imaginative and appropriate to ensure that 
children have continued to learn and make progress. The understanding and support of parents and carers has been 
greatly appreciated during this period. Thoughtful reintroduction of children back into school ensured that children 
were delighted to settle back into school routines. As Governors we wish to express our thanks to all the staff and 
parents for all their hard work in ensuring children have been supported throughout these difficult times.  
 
The School Governing Body at Widcombe Infant School comprises of eight Governors who meet six times a year.  
Being a Governor is a voluntary role and these volunteers are drawn from parents of pupils at the school, teaching 
and support staff and members of the community. Governors are responsible for overseeing the management side 
of the school: strategy, policy, budgeting and staffing. We enable the school to run as effectively as possible, working 
alongside the senior leaders and supporting teachers to provide excellent education for children. You can learn a 
little bit more about each of us through the school website. Our Governors are: 
 
Trevor Dolby – Chair of Governors 
Kathleen Thompson – Vice Chair of Governors 
Alison Watts – Headteacher 
Sophie Turner – Deputy Headteacher 
Patrick Williams  
Dragana Houston 
Richard Hall 
John Rendel 

Each Governor undertakes specific responsibilities within the school, ranging from Health and Safety, assisting with 
building maintenance reviews through to Safer Routes to School. Over the coming terms we will share insights into 
the work with are undertaking with the Headteacher, to ensure Widcombe Infant School continues to be the best 
school it can be for the children. 

Safer Routes to School Group - Dragana Houston 
Chaired by a Widcombe Infant School Governor, this group focuses on active travel and complements the school’s 
aims to promote a healthy, active, safe and sustainable lifestyle. 
 
In 2019, Widcombe Infants School’s achievements were recognised through a Bronze STARS accreditation from 
Modeshift, a not-for-profit membership organisation that focuses on safe, active and sustainable travel in 
educational establishments, businesses and communities. Currently, we are working towards a Silver STARS 
accreditation. Since the Bronze award, we have completed seven new initiatives, including the development of the 
Active Travel Policy and the establishment of the Walking Bus, which runs five days a week from the Bear Flat Co-op 
to the school, using masks and social distancing, in line with the COVID-19 restrictions. We still need three more 
initiatives to reach the total of 20 required for the Silver accreditation, as well one support initiative (with nine 
already completed) and five consultations (with two completed so far). With the restrictions easing down during 
2021, we hope to resume some of the activities that had to be put on hold due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
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For more information on how you can get involved, please contact Dragana Houston 
dhouston@widcombeinfants.bathnes.sch.uk  
 
School buildings and grounds – Patrick Williams  
 
As a Governor responsible for the school buildings and grounds, I have organised replacing the school paving and the 
installation of the Thrive Cabin. There was some hazardous, uneven and slippery paving that was unsightly and could 
flood. The Chair of Governors and I looked into the causes behind the problems, and what was causing the flooding 
issues. We agreed as a Governing Body that the paving itself needed to be replaced, and that given the problems 
with flooding, permeable block paving would be the best option in conjunction with resolving issues with the drains. 

During September the Governing Body is wishing to appoint a new Parent Governor. If you are interested in applying 
for this position, please speak to the Headteacher. Our Governing Body is particularly looking for educational skills. 

We wish you and your families every success during the upcoming year. 

Best wishes, 

Trevor Dolby, Chair of the School Governing Body and Kathleen Thompson, Vice Chair of Governors 
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