
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Welcome to 

Widcombe 

Infant School 

Preparing children to 

be lifelong learners. 



Welcome 
 
We are looking forward to your child starting at Widcombe Infant School 
soon. We are delighted to welcome you to the partnership between 
teachers and parents which we consider so fundamental to the success 
of the first year’s education in the Infant School.   
 
Parents are children’s first and most enduring educators. 
 
We believe that preparation for starting school is very important.  At 
Widcombe Infant School we aim to give you information which will help 
you and your child feel reassured and confident about joining a 
Reception class. We suggest that you talk to your child as positively as 
possible about school, encourage them to talk about it too, explore their 
hopes as well as the fears. It is beneficial to keep drip feeding 
information to help them feel more curious and confident about the 
change: 

 Explain that there will be a special adult called a teacher to help them 
and all adults at school will look after them. 

 Explain that children at school wear special clothes to make them feel 
proud of belonging to their school. 

 Tell them they will have somewhere special to put their belongings, 
and that they will have a peg to hang their coat and PE kit on. 

 Explain that there will be a place to go to the toilet and wash their 
hands. 

 
The first few weeks are important and we encourage parents to contact 
us with any concerns.   
 
The school telephone number is 01225421998 and our school email is 
widcombeinfants@palladianacademytrust.com  



Preparing for School 
 

We are often asked by parents how best they can help their child 
prepare for starting school. The following list suggests certain areas 
where it is helpful for your children to have gained skills. They will meet 
the immediate needs for the first few weeks of school. Children differ 
greatly, as we all know, so do not worry if your child cannot do these 
things. Most come to do them during their first year but any help they 
can receive along the way, will make the transfer to school easier and 
more enjoyable. Your child needs to be able to:  

 take themselves to the toilet, flush the toilet and wash their hands. 
It would also help if your child can: 

 dress/undress themselves 

 hang up their own coat 

 listen to instructions and carry them out 

 describe what they have done or what has happened to them. (This is 
important if they have fallen or hurt themselves.) 

 listen to a story and look at the pictures 

 concentrate for a while on a play activity 

 use scissors to cut paper 

 share toys with others 

 expect to help tidy toys away after playing 

 have a regular bedtime 
 
At every stage of your child’s development talking matters.  It allows 
children to communicate freely and in different contexts with you and 
others.  It opens the pathways for learning through questioning and 
discussion.  It gives children freedom to express emotions and thought.  
Try to talk about anything and everything as everything you see has a 
purpose, a name, a colour, and a shape.  Do not rush a child who is 
talking; it sometimes takes children longer to think and say than adults. 
If the child makes mistakes with words, model back the correct way to 
say it but do not make them repeat it as the moment has passed. 
 



Remember that children learn from what you say and what you do.  If 
you want your child to be polite and respectful, think about what you 
say and how you say it.  Try to set routines with clear and consistent 
expectations for behaviour so your child knows the boundaries and the 
consequences if they exceed this.  Be very positive in praising your child 
and you will see your child grow in confidence and independence.  Tell 
your child that at school there will be things they can and should do all 
the time and that rules are there so that everyone is happy and safe. 
 
Children need to listen when adults are speaking and wait their turn, 
knowing that the adult will always listen even if they have to wait.  
Saying ‘excuse me’ is a polite way to attract attention and that waiting is 
a good thing if the adult is talking to someone else.  Taking turns with 
everyone else is expected.  Encourage your child to look at you when 
you are talking because it helps them to listen. 
 
When your child comes to school there are a few practical points which 
you might like to consider in order to help them become more 
independent. Clothes and shoes need to be as easy as possible to take 
on and off for PE so consider the type of fastening when buying them. 
Children have a peg each on which to hang their clothes so please make 
sure there is a loop for hanging up their clothes. 
 
At playtime a fruit or vegetable snack is provided for all children but 
children may bring their own snacks of fruit or vegetables if there are 
certain types they prefer. 

 
 
  



The routine of the day 
 
8.55 a.m.    School bell is rung 
8.55 – 9.00 a.m.   Registration 
9.00 – 10.15 a.m.   Class/group activities 
10.15 – 10.30 a.m.   Assembly 
10.30 –10.45 a.m.   Playtime 
10.45 –12.00 noon   Class/group activities 
12.00 – 1.15 p.m.  Lunchtime 
 
Children are looked after by Teaching Assistants and Lunchtime 
Assistants. Half the lunch break is spent in the hall eating lunch and the 
other half in the playground. If it is wet, children are supervised in their 
classrooms. 
 
1.15 - 1.20 p.m.   Registration 
1.20 – 2.30 p.m.   Class/group activities 
2.30 – 2.40 p.m.   Playtime 
2.40 – 3.15 p.m.   Storytime 
 
Parents are asked to bring their children to the playground by 8.55 a.m. 
The bell is rung. This is a sign for the children to line up in front of their 
teacher. It is important that children are on time every day. The only 
acceptable reason for lateness is to attend an emergency medical 
appointment. At 3.15 p.m. children are collected from the outside doors 
of each classroom. At that time your child’s class teacher is available to 
discuss any day to day concerns. If you are unable to collect your child 
yourself, you must inform the class teacher or Head Teacher of the 
alternative arrangements you have made. On no account will children 
be allowed to leave the school unaccompanied. 
 
 
  



Vital Information 
 
Please ensure that you bring your child’s birth certificate and the 
completed Review of School Admissions Registers form before or on the 
first day of school and show it to the Head Teacher. 
 
It is also important that we have an emergency telephone number 
where a parent can be contacted during school hours and two further 
emergency telephone numbers. 
 
Apart from the usual details we need to collect about your child as they 
enter school, there are many interesting and relevant facts that you may 
wish to pass on to us in order to help us get to know your child and cater 
for their needs. With this in mind, we have included a sheet for you to 
complete which will be added to your child’s profile. The profile is a 
record which is kept for the three years your child is here with us.  
Please return the sheet by the first day of term. If you want to include a 
picture your child has done recently, please do so. 
 
We look forward to working with you and your child. Always feel free to 
come and discuss anything, however small, we are never too busy. 
 
  



Uniform 
 
School uniform can be bought from children’s clothes shops e.g. Marks 
and Spencer etc. and Scholars (14 Terrace Walk, Bath) sell our school 
sweatshirts. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE Kit 

 Plain white t-shirt 

 Black shorts 

 Black sports trousers 

 Daps 

 

Please ensure that all clothing, including socks and shoes, is clearly 

named. 

  

Boys 

 White polo shirts or white 

shirts  

 Grey school trousers or grey 

school shorts in the summer 

 A Widcombe Infant School 

green sweatshirt 

 Black school shoes not 

trainers 

 Grey or white socks  

Girls 

 White polo shirts or white shirts  

 Grey school skirts or pinafores 

and green check dresses in the 

summer  

 A Widcombe Infant School green 

sweatshirt 

 Black school shoes not  

 trainers  

 White socks or grey or green 

tights 

 Girls may wear grey trousers and 

black boots in cold weather 



Checklist for the first day at school 
 
(written by a parent) 
 
Morning session: 8.55 a.m. – 12.00 noon 
Afternoon session: 1.15 p.m. – 3.15 p.m. 
 
 
If starting in the morning, 
 
All the children need to be in the playground with a parent/carer for the 
bell at 8.55 a.m. When the bell rings the children line up in their classes 
and their class teacher comes out to collect the line. Reception children 
line up at the far end of the playground nearest the grass field. 
 
They can bring a small healthy snack for their mid-morning break if they 
wish (fruit or vegetables) which can be put in their drawer or on the 
snack table. 
 
The children do not need to bring a drink as they are provided with milk 
or water. 
 
Children need to be collected from outside their classroom in the  
undercover play area at 12.00 noon. The gate leading into the 
playground is locked at this time but will be unlocked for you just before 
12.00 noon. 
 
If starting in the afternoon, 
 
The older children will already be out at play when you arrive with your 
child.  The gate leading to the playground and classrooms is locked at 
this time but will be unlocked for you at 1.05 p.m. When the bell rings at 
1.15 p.m., all the children line up in their class groups and their class 



teacher comes out to collect the line. Reception children line up at the 
far end of the playground nearest the grass field. 
  
They can bring a small healthy snack for their mid-afternoon break if 
they wish (fruit or vegetables) which can be put in their drawer or on the 
snack table. 
  
The children do not need to bring a drink as they are provided with milk 
or water. 
 
General information for the first few days 
 
Book bags are needed from day one as letters, pictures, work and 
reading sheets/books come home with the children from the beginning. 
  
Children can bring their PE kit on the first day if they want to, although 
PE kit may not be used for the first week. 
  
It is fine for you to accompany your child into school on the first few 
days to locate their peg and help them find the right classroom but it 
does get very crowded, so we encourage the children to go in on their 
own after the first few days. 
  
Children can wear either the winter uniform (grey 
trousers/pinafore/skirt etc.) or the summer uniform (shorts/green check 
dress) depending on the weather.  It often works out that most of the 
children wear the winter uniform on the first day, so if your child is 
sensitive to being different, it may be the safest to wear, although either 
is fine. 
  
There is no need to bring a packed lunch as children do not stay for 
lunch until 21st September. 
  



Ideas to help your child with reading 
  
Have a variety of books, with good illustrations, around the house at all 
times. 
 
Show your child how to care for and respect books. 
 
Show your child that you enjoy books and like sharing them. Make the 
time a comfortable and leisurely one. Read the story through. Talk about 
the pictures. Give the child plenty of time to express themselves. Can 
they retell the story, sequencing the events? This is an important skill at 
any age. Read the story through again and stop before a crucial word. 
Can your child finish the sentence? Read the story through again, 
pointing to the text at the same time. Can your child ‘read’ it with you? 
You might feel that they are ‘only’ memorising the text but this is an 
important skill to be actively encouraged.  
 
Show your child that you enjoy sitting and reading your books, and 
encourage them to enjoy sitting and ‘reading’ their books. 
 
Take your child regularly to the library and make time for you both to 
browse amongst books. 
 
The most important thing is that your child finds reading books an 
enjoyable activity which they will confidently pursue for the rest of their 
life. 
 
 
  



Ideas to help your child with maths 
 
Counting in order, for example as you go up steps, counting objects in a 
line and pointing to each one in turn.  
 
Counting back in order e.g. 5, 4, 3 etc. or 11, 10, 9, etc. 
 
Recognising written numbers and making groups of toys to match the 
number.  
 
Using the language of first, second, third etc. for example going to bed at 
night.  
 
Using the names of shapes to describe objects e.g. square, triangle, 
circle, rectangle and corners, edges etc. to describe properties of shapes.  
 
Compare lengths of objects using longer/shorter.  
 
Compare weights of objects using heavier/lighter.  
 
Compare the amount of liquid a container holds using more/less.  
 
 
  



Home Learning 
 
Home learning in our school has the following purposes: 
 

 To develop an effective, home-school partnership 

 To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding that children 
are learning in school; particularly mathematics and literacy 

 To enable children to benefit from different learning resources at 
home 

 For children to extend what they learn in school, especially through 
additional reading 

 To help children to develop confidence, independence and self-
discipline in their learning 

 To prepare children for the requirements of a Junior school 
 
 
Through our home learning we aim to: 
 

 Ensure that the individual children’s needs are taken into account 

 Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school 

 Ensure progression in confidence, independence and responsibility 

 Give parents/carers a clear understanding of what is expected from 
children; when home learning should be done, how much home 
learning and the support that we hope they will offer 

 Improve and extend learning through revision and reinforcement 

 Provide opportunities for parents, children and school to work in 
partnership 

 Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together, and 
enjoy the experience  

 Encourage children to develop learning strategies for the future 
 
At different stages children have different needs. The main focus of 
home learning will be on literacy, especially reading, and mathematics. 



Regular reading is vital. All children of primary age should read to 
parents/carers or older siblings; or if they are fluent readers, read on 
their own for at least 10 minutes each day. They should also have stories 
read to them or listen to story CDs. Other literacy work may include 
learning spellings. 
For mathematics children are given number tasks in order to reinforce 
what they have been taught in school. 
 
In addition to these regular mathematics and literacy tasks, children may 
be asked to find out information in readiness for studying a particular 
topic.  
 
Class teachers will always inform parents of the home learning for their 
class. 
 

 
  



Special Educational Needs 
 

The school’s policy on Special Educational Needs is based on the code of 
practice which has been recommended by the Government. 
 
All stages involve close links between the parent/carer and the school. 
Together a plan will be decided upon. This will explain any concerns and 
suggest guidelines for both at school and home, to help your child.  
 
If you have any concerns or questions about the Special Needs process 
at school or any concerns about your child, please do not hesitate to 
come into school and discuss them with your child’s class teacher, the 
SEND Leader Mrs Jane Corp or the Head Teacher. It is better to do this 
earlier rather than later. 
 
A copy of the school’s Special Needs Policy is on the parent’s notice 
board in the School Office and our school website, and our Local Offer 
for Special Needs Education Needs is published on our school website. 
 
All children are special and individual, so work in small groups, at 
different times, to work at their particular level. An accelerated 
programme is in place for English and Mathematics. 
 
 
  



Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
  

The PTA of Widcombe Infant School and Widcombe CE Junior School is 
an organisation which supports both schools through fund raising 
events. This all helps to improve the school environment for your child. 
It also organises and provides opportunities for parents to socialise. 
 
Events held during the year are Fairs, Quiz Nights, Discos, Bedtime 
Stories etc. 
 
Each year a committee is formed consisting of a group of parent and 
teacher representatives from both schools. This is carried out at the 
Annual General Meeting. The committee is responsible for organising 
events throughout the following year.  
 
We are always looking for fresh ideas and new members to join the 
committee. If you are interested, do come to a PTA meeting and put 
your name forward, or speak to a member of the PTA. Please support 
the PTA by becoming a member or joining in the PTA events. 
 
 


