
Our full Ofsted report is available at: www.ofsted.gov.uk/reports/109/109008.pdf 

 

SUMMARY OF THE INSPECTION REPORT 

 

The school was inspected by three inspectors, led by Mr M S Burghart. This is a summary of the inspection 

report, which is available from the school. 

 

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS 

 

This is an excellent school which is very effective in helping pupils of all abilities to fulfil their potential. Standards 

are very high, notably in literacy and numeracy. Staff and pupils get on particularly well with each other and this 

contributes significantly to pupils excellent attitudes and personal development. Through very good teaching and 

excellent management the school presents a very good, relevant curriculum, and an excellent learning 

environment. Widcombe Infants gives very good value for money. 

 

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOES WELL 

 

* Standards, notably in literacy and numeracy, are consistently very high when pupils leave the school, because 

the quality of teaching throughout is very good. The school provides a very good curriculum as a result of very 

good planning, very effective assessment and through evaluation. 

* The school takes excellent care of pupils and very successfully encourages particularly positive attitudes, very 

good behaviour, excellent relationships and personal development. 

* The leadership and management of the school are of high quality and these have created an excellent learning 

environment. 

* Provisions for pupils with special educational needs is excellent. 

* Higher attaining pupils are supported very effectively and are helped to achieve their potential. 

 

WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED 

 

In the context of this excellent school this inspection raises no key issues for improvement. 

 

HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION 

 

The school has made very good progress since the last inspection in 1998, not only against the three key issues 

raised, but throughout its curriculum and its management. Very good progress has been made in information and 

communications technology (ICT), where an excellent suite and resources, introduced two years ago, enable 

staff (now well trained) to promote skills and understanding which are then used to support other subjects. 

Assessment, tracking and recording systems are now used very effectively to confirm pupils progress and this 

information is reported appropriately to parents.  

 

 

PUPILS' ATITUDES AND VALUES 

 

Attitudes to the school: Excellent  

 

Behaviour, in and out of classrooms: Very good 

 

Personal development and relationships: Excellent 

 

Attendence: Good 

 

 

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED 

 

Leadership and management: Excellent 

 

The school's evaluation of its performance: Excellent 

 

The strategic use of resources: Excellent 

 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 



 

Teaching of pupils in Reception: Very good with excellent features. 

 

Teaching of pupils in Years 1 and 2: Very good with excellent features. 

 

 

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL 

 

The quality and range of the curriculum: Very good 

 

Provision for pupils with special educational needs: Excellent 

 

Provision for pupils with English as an additional language: Excellent 

 

Provision for pupils personal, including spiritual, moral, social and cultural development: Very good: with excellent 

provision designed to further pupils' multicultural awareness.  

 

How well the school cares for its pupils: Excellent 


