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“Preparing children to be life long learners 

and to make the most of life within our world” 

 

NEWSLETTER – SPRING TERM 2022 

      

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to the new school term and my very good wishes for a happy new year.  I trust you all had a 

happy Christmas and an enjoyable holiday.  We are looking forward to another busy and productive term.   

 

I send out one main newsletter each term to keep you informed of all our developments so that you are able 

to play an essential role in your child's education.  At the end of this and every newsletter you will find 

dates for your diary, please keep them for future reference.  In between newsletters I use the board in the 

school entrance hall for weekly reminders, a copy of which is also posted on the school website at 

www.widcombeinfantschool.co.uk and sent to you via ParentMail. I will also send fliers to inform you of 

any new events. 

 

Reminders for the Term 

Children's Learning 

On the windows of the classroom doors all teachers have their overview grid to show their teaching for the 

term, so you as parents are kept informed of your child's learning. These are also on our school website.  

This means that if you or your child have any books, artefacts or information, you are able to bring it into 

school to share with the class and contribute to the children's learning.  Some parents already receive their 

own personal copy, having previously requested one.  If you would also like your own copy, please inform 

me and I will ensure you receive one at the beginning of each term. 

 

Routines 

Please ensure all children are on time for school each day.  It is important that children do not arrive late as 

they miss the introduction to the day.  The only reason for being late is an emergency dentist or doctor’s 

appointment, or a hospital appointment.  At present pupil attendance is satisfactory.  This term 136 children 

attended for 96% or above of the time which is very good but there is a significant group whose attendance 

is lower with 10 children who attended for less than 90% of the time.   

 

Class 1  21 children attended 96% and above 

  Overall class attendance 97% 

Class 2  20 children attended 96% and above 

  Overall class attendance 96% 

Class 3  22 children attended 96% and above 

  Overall class attendance 95% 

Class 4  26 children attended 96% and above 

  Overall class attendance 97.5% 

Class 5  24 children attended 96% and above 

  Overall class attendance 96.2% 

Class 6  23 children attended 96% and above 

  Overall class attendance 97.5% 

 

During the autumn term Class 4 had a very good attendance and punctuality record, the best in the school, 

with 7 children who attended for 100%, 26 children who attended for 96% or above and 0 children who 

attended less than 90% of the time.  In total 58 children in the school received 100% attendance certificates 

for the autumn term.  Well done to these children and Class 4.  If you want to know your child’s attendance 

rate, please do not hesitate to see me. 
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Please remember children should not be taken out for odd days and that holidays must be taken during the 

school holidays.  If in exceptional circumstances you need to do this you must see me and not just send an 

email to school. However, I am only able to authorise any time 

• For service personnel and other employees who are prevented from taking holidays outside term time if 

the time will have minimal disruption to the pupil’s education.               

• When a family needs to spend time together to support each other during or after a crisis. 

These are exceptional circumstances the LA accept. 

Exceptional circumstances the LA do not accept are  

• Availability of cheap holidays. 

• Availability of the desired accommodation. 

• Poor weather experienced in school holiday periods. 

• Overlap with beginning or end of term. 

Therefore, please do not request days off of school.  The LA is fining parents who do take their children 

out of school for holidays or trips during term time. 

Medicines - There are very occasionally times when your child may be required to take medication during 

the school day.  If you are unable to come to school to administer this, please ask permission personally 

from me.  I will also need written permission giving Mrs Turner or Mrs Peacock, our Appointed First 

Aiders, consent to give the medicine.  Under guidance there are specific forms to be completed and the 

original bottle of medicine must be brought in, with the original pharmacist's label on the front.  Only 

medicine prescribed by a doctor can be given at school.  However, the school is unable to accept 

responsibility if the medicine is not taken during the school day.  Therefore, I strongly advise you to come 

into school to administer medication yourself. 

 

The School Hall is available to rent at £25.00 per hour or £100.00 per day plus 10% insurance cover if this 

is not held personally by the hirer. Please see me if you are interested. 

 

Headlice Information 

Some children may catch headlice during the year.  Please check your child's hair regularly and treat 

headlice immediately so it does not become a problem.  Staff will inform you if they suspect your child has 

caught headlice.  The school nurse will always help you clear your child's hair or give you advice on 

treatment.   During the first two weeks of January we are sending out to all parents an information sheet to 

help get rid of headlice.  It does need all members of the school community trying to get rid of headlice 

together.   We have run this scheme before following this initiative by a parent with a good success rate.  

Please do support this parent initiative. 

Safer Routes to School 

Thank you to all parents who keep the double yellow lines in front of the school clear of cars. It is essential 

to do this at all times for our children's safety.  It is not acceptable to park there and greatly endangers 

children's safety.  If you own a parking permit, please ensure it is clearly displayed and you are parking 

legally in the resident's parking spaces.  As part of our Safer Routes to School project we do encourage 

walking to school as it does help to promote a healthier life style.   

 

Bath & North East Somerset Family Information Service    

The Family Information Service is part of the Early Years Childcare and Play Team, and provides 

information to parents and carers on all the Ofsted registered day nurseries, preschools, nursery classes, 

reception classes, childminders, before and after school clubs, and holiday play schemes in Bath and North 

East Somerset.  The Family Information Service is responsible for providing a comprehensive, up to date 

information service on Early Years education, registered childcare, and play and leisure facilities available 

to parents and children in the area, particularly those parents returning to work or study.  They have a free 

telephone information service, a comprehensive website and a range of leaflets and information packs.  In 

addition, the service can signpost parents, carers and professionals to a range of local and national support 

services and agencies who work with families.  The Family Information Service can also provide 

information to the parents and carers of disabled children or children with a special educational need.  If 

you want to work with children, the Family Information Service can also provide guidance and advice on 

the most suitable route to take for people wishing to train or work in childcare. Contact the Family 

Information Service on 01225 394041 or by email councilconnect@bathnes.gov.uk or visit the website 

livewell.bathnes.gov.uk 

 

 



Curriculum Updates 

Computing 

As part of your child's curriculum and the development of Computing skills, Widcombe Infant School may 

allow supervised access to the Internet which has filtering appropriate to infant school children. We believe 

that the use of the World Wide Web and email is worthwhile and is an essential skill for children to 

experience as they grow up in the modern world.  A copy of our Online Policy is available for you to read 

on our school website.  Should you wish to discuss any aspect of Internet use, please speak to Miss Helen 

Gammon, our Computing Subject Leader or myself.  

 

Collective Worship and Religious Education 

As you are aware, Widcombe Infant School is a community school, however Collective Worship by law 

needs to be wholly or mainly Christian.  Due to the fact that a number of our children hold very different 

beliefs, my assemblies take a Christian teaching but this is taught through children’s stories and stories 

from around the world, rather than solely Bible stories. When religious visitors take assembly, their 

assemblies will include a Bible story but also other non-religious activities to teach the message of their 

assembly.  Hymns and prayers are not used in every assembly, and when a prayer is used the children can 

join in the prayer if they wish to by saying, “Amen”, at the end or may just sit quietly thinking of the 

assembly theme if they do not want to take part.  We follow the RE Scheme for the Authority, “Awareness, 

Mystery and Meaning” but have adapted it to include a range of world religions rather than one world 

religion, in order to incorporate all the world religions of the children at our school.  How this is done is 

taking a topic such as Festivals or Special Books, so that similarities and differences can be discussed.  All 

children are offered a book of Bible stories during their time in Reception, which are given to the school 

and children take these home. If you would like one for your child please collect one from me.  Not all 

children choose to have the book of Bible stories and some parents request that their child does not have 

one.  This is totally acceptable.  In addition to our Collective Worship and Religious Education lessons, the 

school chooses days to focus on a particular festival in a world religion.  Examples of these have included 

the Jewish festival of Hanukkah, the Hindu festival of Diwali and the Chinese festival of Chinese New 

Year.  Our school aim in these areas of the curriculum is to develop the children’s understanding and 

ultimately respect and tolerance, which I am sure you agree is so important in today’s society.  As stated in 

our prospectus, children may be withdrawn from Collective Worship. If anyone would like further 

information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Healthy Schools  

School Council have an ideas box for use by pupils, staff, parents and Governors outside my office.  Please 

put any ideas that you would like School Council to discuss in there. In addition, as Personal, Social and 

Health Education is a curriculum subject in its own right, all children's skills in this area are regularly 

developed through specific curriculum time, circle time and assemblies.  An emphasis is put on kindness, 

helpfulness, manners, celebrating diversity, recognising individual talents and understanding difficulties.  

Each week we have a celebration assembly in which children share out of school achievements, celebrate 

their birthdays and the lunchtime supervisors give certificates for good behaviour and helpfulness in the 

lunch hall.  Finally, the teachers choose a special person from their class and I choose a special person from 

the school for the week.  Examples of reasons for being special range from being enthusiastic, helping other 

children, a particular kindness, overcoming a problem, persevering, being happy or achieving a target; so 

the whole range of skills are recognised. A book containing our special people is available for you to look 

at on the information table in the entrance hall. 

 

Children's Progress 

As a school we aim to keep you informed of your child's progress.  The main way of formally keeping you 

informed is through the termly Parents Evening and in the summer term this is accompanied by an annual 

report, giving information on what your child has achieved and targets for future development.  In addition, 

we operate an open door policy, so that at any time you can make an appointment with your child's teacher 

to discuss their progress and the class teacher would contact you if they had any concerns regarding your 

child.  At Parents Evening there is the opportunity for you to see your child's Assessment Book in which 

they complete an independent English and Mathematics task regularly through the year.  This gives you the 

opportunity to see your child's development during their infant school life and shows you their attainment 

against the Early Years Foundation Stage in Reception and the National Curriculum objectives through 

Year 1 and Year 2. The National Curriculum is the curriculum schools in this country follow.   

 

Six years ago a new National Curriculum was adopted throughout the country.  Assessment procedures also 

changed to match the requirements of this new curriculum.  In Year 1 and Year 2 in English and Mathematics 

pupils are assessed against their year group objectives stating whether they are below (not working on the year 



group objectives), working towards (achieving less than one third of the objectives), entering (achieving one 

third but less than two thirds of the objectives), developing (achieving two thirds of the objectives but less than 

all the objectives), secure (achieving all the objectives) or exceeding (working at a greater depth in the year 

group objectives).   

 

School Results 

We are delighted with this year's results for Key Stage 1 and thought you may be interested in seeing how 

well the children have achieved. All our children have done extremely well and are to be warmly 

congratulated at this difficult time.  They achieved well due to the high levels of 1:1 and small group 

support, as well as the children’s positive attitudes to learning. 

 

School Results 

    

Reading School   

Achieving expected standard 95%   

Working at greater depth 34%   

    

Writing    

Achieving expected standard 92%   

Working at greater depth 20%   

    

Maths    

Achieving expected standard 97%   

Working at greater depth 30%   

    

Science    

Achieving expected standard 97%   
 

   

    

Our current Year 2 children should have taken a National Phonics test in the summer term when they were 

in Year 1. This was postponed due to the pandemic and they took this test last term. We were delighted that 

97% of the cohort achieved the expected standard. At present the current Year 1 children will take this test 

in the summer term. Our policy at Widcombe Infant School is that children do not know they are taking a 

test due to their young age and our children always do their best at school so do not need to know they are 

taking a test. 

 

Parent's Meetings 

At present we are still restricted in the people entering school. Our aim is to have the following meetings 

but this is dependent on the local and national situation. We will inform you of dates in the weekly bulletin. 

 

Mathematics Curriculum Meeting: Miss Lawson and I will be running a meeting for all parents who are 

interested in understanding more about the Mathematics curriculum, how children are taught Mathematics 

and how you can help your child with Mathematics. 

 

English Curriculum Meeting:  Mrs Jefferies and I will be running a meeting for all parents who are 

interested in understanding more about the English curriculum, how children are taught English skills and 

how you can help your child with English. 

 

If you have any concerns during the course of the term, please email the school and feel free to make an 

appointment with me.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a happy New Year 

and to thank you for your continued support to Widcombe Infant School during such challenging times. 

 

 

 

                                                                       Alison Watts 

                                                                      Head Teacher 



Diary of Events - Spring 2022 

 

 

January 4th  Return to School  

January 11th  12.45 p.m. School Council Meeting  

January 14th  12.45 p.m. Class 1 visit to the Egg Theatre to see Snow Mouse  

January 18th  

  

12.45 p.m. 

4.00 p.m. 

Class 2 visit to the Egg Theatre to see Snow Mouse  

Governors Meeting 

January 19th  Flu Vaccinations 

  

 
January 27th   Skipping Workshops for all classes 

January 28th  10.15 a.m. Class 6 Assembly – School Hall  

February 4th  10.15 a.m. Class 5 Assembly – School Hall  

February 11th  10.15 a.m. Class 4 Assembly – School Hall  

February 18th  IN-SERVICE DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED – Assessment 

19th – 27th February   HALF TERM 

February 28th    Return to School 

March 7th  IN-SERVICE DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED – PALLADIAN ACADEMY TRUST 

March 8th   4.00 p.m. Governors Meeting 

March 11th  10.15 a.m.  Class 3 Assembly – School Hall  

March 17th Charity Day 

March 18th  10.15 a.m.  Class 2 Assembly – School Hall  

March 25th  10.15 a.m.  Class 1 Assembly – School Hall  

March 28th – April 6th   Widcombe Infant School Arts Week Theme - Around The 

World 

April 6th   End of Term 

   

 
  Monday 11thApril – Friday 22nd April Easter Holidays 

Friday 18th February 

Monday 7th March 

Thursday 7th April   

 In-Service Day – Assessment 

In-Service Day – Palladian Academy Trust 

In-Service Day – Paediatric First Aid Training  

Friday 8th April  

Monday 20th June  

 In-Service Day – Paediatric First Aid Training 

Platinum Jubilee Day (Schools were able to choose one day for this).  

 Term Dates 

     Term 3  Start  Tuesday 4th January 

       Finish Friday 18th February 

 

     Term 4              Start  Monday 28th February 

       Finish  Friday 8th April  

 

     Term 5              Start Monday 25th April 

       Finish  Friday 27th May 

 

     Term 6              Start  Monday 6th June 

       Finish Friday 22nd July 



Let’s get rid of the Lice and Nits … first two weeks in January 

 
If everybody tried to get rid of nits in the same 2 week period, we could do it! 

 

First check if your child has nits or lice by using a nit comb on dry hair.  A nit comb is a special 

comb with very fine teeth that can pick out lice.  You can buy these combs in a pharmacy or your 

GP may prescribe a bug buster kit that contains them.  Nits and lice are often found behind the ears 

or near the hairline.  Nits (the eggs) are white, the size of pinheads and stick to the hair unlike 

dandruff.  Lice (the adults) are the size of sesame seeds and darker. 

 

 How to bug bust 

The technique of combing wet hair with a nit comb is also known as ‘bug busting’ or ‘wet 

combing’.   It involves thoroughly combing through wet hair using a nit comb.  The aim of bug 

busting is to break the life cycle of the lice.  The idea is that, by removing lice early on in their life 

cycle, you will stop them becoming mature enough to lay more eggs.  After about two weeks, all 

the lice should have been removed.  Here’s how to remove lice by combing your hair or your 

child’s hair. 

 

• First comb through the wet hair with an ordinary comb to get rid of any knots and tangles. 

• Apply some conditioner or olive oil if you wish, as this will make combing the hair easier. 

• Work carefully.  Comb through all the hair, pulling the comb from the scalp right to the 

ends of the hair.  If you have a bug buster kit, start with the widest-tooth comb in the pack 

and continue this process down to the finest-tooth comb until no more lice or nits can be 

found.  If you find any lice, rinse them off the comb and down the sink.  Continue working 

through the hair until you have gone through it at least two times, flushing away any lice 

you find.  Once you have finished, you can rinse the conditioner out of the hair (or 

shampoo out any oil). 

• You need to do this every four days for at least two weeks to make sure that you catch 

any new lice that have hatched since you last combed the hair. 

• Keep carrying out this procedure until you no longer find any lice for at least three 

combing sessions in a row. 

 

Lice facts 

• Head lice live close to the scalp, where there is warmth, food and shelter. 

• They cannot fly, jump or hop and are spread when people’s heads touch each other. 

• To reproduce, they lay eggs (called nits) that stick to the hair and hatch baby lice. 

• If the adult lice are removed from the head they cannot survive for more than about 24 

hours. 

• Wet combing by removing the adult lice, thereby stopping them laying any more eggs 

should eventually stop the infestation. 

 

The best way to get rid of nits and lice is wet combing, in fact researchers say: 

“Fine combing of wet hair is far more effective than pharmacy bought chemical lotions for 

eliminating head lice.  People who used wet combing were four times more likely to rid 

themselves of head lice than those who used insecticide products.  Head lice have developed 

resistance to common over the counter products.” 
 

 

 


