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             NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN TERM 2021 

 

Welcome back to the new school year and a special welcome to all parents and children who are new to our 

school.  I trust you all had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday, and the children are returning refreshed, ready for 

the challenges of a busy and productive term. It is a privilege to be the Head Teacher of Widcombe Infant 

School and I have a strong commitment to deliver the very best education for all the children at Widcombe 

Infant School, as well as a desire for it to be the best school it can be.  It is important that children’s individual 

characters can flourish.  Developing the children’s confidence, independence and good behaviour are important 

aims for Widcombe Infant School.  I send out one main newsletter each term to keep you informed of all our 

developments, so that you are able to join in as many events as possible, as well as playing an essential role in 

your child’s education.  I look forward to us maintaining a positive working partnership.  At the end of this and 

every newsletter you will find dates for your diary, please keep them for future reference.  In between the termly 

newsletters I will send out a weekly bulletin electronically via ParentMail to inform you of any new events and 

it also informs you of any letters sent out.  Please do ensure you are registered with ParentMail as it allows us 

the opportunity to email information and reminders to you at home.  If you are not sure whether you are 

registered with ParentMail please ask me and I can confirm whether you are. New Reception parents will 

automatically be set up on ParentMail but this normally takes a few weeks so you will receive a paper copy of 

all communications until this happens. It is important the weekly bulletins are read so that you know what is 

happening at school. 

Obviously school has been a very different place since March 2020 due to the pandemic. I hope during the 

course of this year we will return to school life prior to the pandemic with you as parents having more access to 

school life which was so important to us and the children taking part in many more extra-curricular activities. 

During the summer term we increased these opportunities with skipping workshops, international day, the Year 

2 summer musical, Year 1 Victorian day and year group sports days, for example. However, I am very aware 

that as parents you have different views, with some parents wanting us to open up completely and some parents 

not feeling that is safe due to the COVID numbers. I have strived throughout the pandemic to keep the school 

safe and keep a balanced view, as well as providing opportunities for parents to still access events if they would 

prefer not to be in school, for example Teams/telephone calls for Parents Evening and providing a video of the 

Year 2 musical for those parents who did not feel safe to attend in person.  Therefore, throughout this term we 

will aim to gradually return to some of the events we had prior to the pandemic but ensuring that we respect 

safety and monitor the local and national situation. I am very grateful to all your support as parents in helping us 

to maintain safety and respect different viewpoints.   

Arrangements for the Autumn Term 

 

Reception 

Reception 

Class 1 

Class 2 

Miss Beatrice Hotchkiss 

Mrs Nicola Abreu 

Year 1 Class 3 Miss Helen Gammon 

Year 1 Class 4 Miss Bennath Atkinson 

Year 2 Class 5 Miss Katherine Wildy 

Year 2 Class 6 Mrs Sophie Turner Monday (Deputy Head 

Teacher)/Miss Kate Lawson Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (Deputy 

Head Teacher) 

 

Mrs Sophie Turner will teach groups of children who benefit from extra help in Years 1 and 2. Miss Kate 

Lawson will deliver the Mathematics accelerated learning programme in Year 2 and Miss Helen Gammon will 

deliver this programme in Year 1. I will be continuing an accelerated learning programme linked to English and 

teaching those children in Year 2 on this programme.  In addition, Mrs Turner will regularly teach all classes in 

order to release teachers to work alongside colleagues.  This is an important feature of the teaching at our school 

and enables all staff to continually extend their high levels of teaching. Mrs Rebecca Jefferies will also be 

teaching groups of children in Year 1 and Year 2, in order to accelerate their learning, as well as Mrs Trudie 

Beech and Mrs Jackie Peacock teaching groups.  Teaching Assistants work alongside teachers on all aspects of 

the curriculum. Mrs Nicola Burrows, Mrs Beatrice Quintin, Mrs Jane Badger-Stevens and Mrs Anabel Drake 

work with Reception children so both classes are covered full time.  Mrs Trudie Beech, as a Higher Level 



Teaching Assistant, will develop ICT work as a tool for learning with all children across the school and will 

cover teachers’ Planning, Preparation and Assessment time, while also supporting children in Class 4 Year 1.  

Mrs Jackie Peacock, also as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant, will continue to teach French across the school 

and will cover teachers’ Planning, Preparation and Assessment time, while also supporting children in Class 3 

Year 1.  Mrs Jo Salmon will work with children across the school in reading and phonic work, while also 

supporting children in Year 2. Mrs Coates works as an additional Teaching Assistant with children who need 

additional help on their individual targets.  Mrs Gemma Rosser, Miss Maggie Booth and Miss Sasha Hawkins 

work as SEND Teaching Assistants across the school with individual children who have Transition Funding or 

an Education, Health Care Plan. If your child spends time working with a teacher other than their class teacher 

or a teaching assistant, it is not something to worry about but allows us the opportunity to meet your child’s 

individual needs as a learner.  Norland Nannies and students will continue working in classes during the year 

under the direction of the class teacher.  Please arrange an appointment to see any member of staff or myself if 

you have any concerns, we are all here to help and often any worries are dealt with positively and quickly.   

 

The children who have just started school will continue with their part time attendance until the 4th October.  

They are settling in extremely well.  As well as giving the children time to become accustomed to their new 

school, it provides an excellent opportunity for teachers to assess the children’s ability so that appropriate work 

can be planned.  Children are unaware that assessments are being carried out and parents will be able to gain 

information concerning these assessments during the first parents evening.    

Reminders for the Year 

On the windows of the classroom doors all teachers have their overview grid to show their teaching for the term, 

so you as parents are kept informed of your child’s learning. These are also on the school website under the 

curriculum section.  This means that if you or your child has any books, artefacts or information, you are able to 

bring it into school to share with the class and contribute to the children’s learning.   If you would like your own 

personal copy of the termly planning, please ask me at drop off and I will ensure a copy is sent to you. 

Parking - The parking permits only cover the following times. 

Drop off time  8.35 - 9.10 a.m.     

Pick up time 3.00 - 3.30 p.m.  

I trust that all parents will park legally, taking account of disabled parking spaces and double yellow lines.  If 

parents help out in school, they must park in the driveway at the back of the school so they do not get a parking 

ticket. For Class Assemblies and Curriculum Meetings, the back gate can also be opened for parents to park in 

the back driveway.  If anyone does get a parking ticket the school has been told that under no circumstances will 

we be able to get the ticket withdrawn. In the interests of the safety of all children in our school community 

it is vital that no cars park or unload in the no parking/unloading zone outside the school gate where 

many children cross the road.  This is of paramount importance and can cause much distress amongst the 

school community if not adhered to. 

School Attendance - Please ensure all children are dropped off at the front door between 8.45-8.55am each 

morning.  The only acceptable reason for lateness is an emergency medical appointment.  The LA Children 

Missing Education Officer regularly monitors the reasons for late arrivals and absences.  If your child is absent, 

on the first day of absence please telephone to inform the school, so we know your child is safe and then inform 

your child’s class teacher of the reason for absence on their return.  Children are no longer allowed out of school 

for holidays or trips during term time.  If in exceptional circumstances you need to do this please speak to me, 

though I am only able to authorise any time 

 For service personnel and other employees who are prevented from taking holidays outside term time if the 

time will have minimal disruption to the pupil’s education.               

 When a family needs to spend time together to support each other during or after a crisis. 

These are exceptional circumstances the LA accept. 

Exceptional circumstances the LA do not accept are  

 Availability of cheap holidays. 

 Availability of the desired accommodation. 

 Poor weather experienced in school holiday periods. 

 Overlap with the beginning or end of term. 

Therefore, please do not request days off school.  Parents can be fined for taking children out of school for 

holidays or trips during term time. 

Any authorised absence is where the school has either given approval in advance for a pupil of compulsory 

school age to be away or has accepted an explanation offered afterwards as satisfactory justification for 

absence.  All other absences must be treated as unauthorised.  The satisfactory target for all children’s school 



attendance is 96% with no unauthorised absences. Last year 151 children out of 180 children reached this target 

which was a fantastic achievement.  Certificates are given to children who have 100% attendance each term or 

who have greatly improved their attendance figures.  Parents are informed if your child’s attendance falls below 

90% as this is a cause for concern. 

School Office - Please can I remind you that any money sent into the School Office for school trips, clubs 

etc. needs to be the correct amount, be in a sealed envelope and have the activity clearly written on the 

envelope.  Thank you for your help with this.  There will be the facility to pay via ParentMail again this year 

which Parents have used for Breakfast Club during the pandemic.  

 

Renting of School Facilities - The School Hall is available to rent at £25.00 per hour or £100.00 per day, plus 

10% insurance if you do not have cover.  Please see me if you are interested. 

 

Uniform - Please ensure your child wears the appropriate school uniform to school.  I am sure you recognise 

the importance of promoting a smart image for the school and it helps the children to feel part of the school 

family.  All children should only wear the proper school uniform and all items must be named or we are unable 

to return them to you if they are lost.  The proper school uniform is  

Boys Girls 

 White polo shirts or white shirts  White polo shirts or white shirts 

 Grey school trousers or grey  

       school shorts in the summer 

 Grey school skirts or pinafores and 

       green check dresses in the summer 

 A Widcombe Infant School  

      green sweatshirt. 

 A Widcombe Infant School  

       green sweatshirt. 

 Black school shoes not trainers  Black school shoes not trainers 

 Grey socks  Girls may wear grey trousers and plain black 

boots when it is cold.  

 Grey or green tights or white socks 

PE kit 

 Plain white short sleeved t-shirt 

 Plain black shorts and black daps 

 Plain black jogging bottoms essential 

      for cold weather. 

PE kit 

 Plain white short sleeved t-shirt 

 Plain black shorts and black daps 

 Plain black jogging bottoms essential for cold 

weather.  

 

PE kit must be in school throughout the term. 

If you have any good quality school uniform which your child has grown out of, the school will always be 

happy to receive it for nearly new school uniform collection.  This is available for parents to purchase at £1.00 

per item.  All proceeds go to school funds. 

Medicines - There are very occasionally times when your child may be required to take medication during the 

school day.  If you are unable to come to school to administer this, please ask permission personally from me.  I 

will also need written permission giving Mrs Turner or Mrs Peacock, our Appointed First Aiders, consent to 

administer the medicine.  Under current guidance there are specific forms to be completed and the original 

bottle of medicine must be brought in with the original pharmacist’s label on the front.  Only medicine 

prescribed by a doctor can be given at school. However, the school is unable to accept responsibility if the 

medicine is not taken during the school day. Therefore, I strongly advise you to come into school to administer 

medication yourself.  If your child has asthma and needs to keep an inhaler at school, please hand over the 

inhaler at drop off time and complete the appropriate forms. 

Head Lice - Some children will catch headlice during the year.  Please check your child’s hair regularly and 

treat headlice immediately so it does not become a problem.  Staff will inform you if they suspect your child has 

caught headlice.  The school nurse will always help you clear your child’s hair or give you advice on treatment. 

Snacks - Children are able to bring a snack for morning play but it must be fresh fruit or vegetables.  During 

playtimes the children are provided with fresh fruit or vegetables from the Free Government Fruit Scheme if 

they would like it.  Widcombe Infant School actively promotes Healthy Eating.  All four year olds are given 

milk daily if they would like it.  Once your child is five a letter is sent to you by the School Milk Company 

giving you the option to purchase milk if you would like this to continue. 

School Lunches – If your child is entitled to the old free school lunches, it is beneficial for the school and 

yourself if you claim them. The school is given additional money in the school budget for the children entitled 

to free school lunches. This helps to fund small group or individual work which is vital to the progress of 

children.  Also if you successfully apply for this funding the school will fund out of school swimming lessons 

and school sports clubs. The school lunch menus are published on the school website. School meals are ordered 



for all children unless you email the school to let me know if your child does not require school lunches or your 

child requires the vegetarian option. If your child is in Year 1 or Year 2 the same option as last year applies 

unless you email to change your order. 

Critical Incidents – It is very rare for a critical incident to happen at a school but in the event of such an 

incident correct information will be published by the school supported by the police if appropriate. It is essential 

that only correct information is circulated and therefore we would ask that only that information is passed on by 

school stakeholders so concern or distress is kept to a minimum. 

 

News 

Safer Routes to School – Widcombe Infant School is actively involved in the Safer Routes to School Scheme 

and as such promotes walking, cycling with parents and car sharing to and from school.  This is to encourage 

not only a healthy lifestyle but also safety which is paramount. I particularly hope everyone will support the 

International Walk to School Week beginning on 4th October. The School has a Safer Routes to School 

Committee which has conducted some excellent research into how pupils travel to school and the problems 

encountered, as well as exploring ideas to improve the situation.  If you are interested in joining the Committee, 

please see me, you will be very welcome. 

 

SATs Results 

We are delighted with this year’s SATs results for Key Stage 1 which are high and thought you may be 

interested in seeing how well the children have achieved.  The children’s hard work and small group work 

provided contributed strongly to this outstanding achievement.  Though national tests did not take place this 

year due to the pandemic, all schools in the Palladian Academy Trust took these tests. The school administers 

these tests and marks them following the strict criteria the school has to adhere to.  Our children have done 

extremely well and are to be warmly congratulated. Thank you also to Year 2 parents who supported their 

children throughout the lockdown. 

 

Key Stage 1 2021 Widcombe Infant School 

34% achieved greater depth in Reading 

20% achieved greater depth in Writing 

30% achieved greater depth in Maths 

95% achieved the expected standard in Reading  

92% achieved the expected standard in Writing 

97% achieved the expected standard in Maths 

95% achieved the expected standard in Science 

5% working towards the expected standard in Reading 

8% working towards the expected standard in Writing 

3% working towards the expected standard in Maths  

5% had not met the expected standard in Science 

 

Healthy Schools Information – The school has been awarded the Director of Public Health Award.  There are 

a few important points below I have clarified for parents within the Personal, Social and Health Education 

curriculum. 

 Drugs Education – Children learn from Reception that all medicines are drugs and that medicines should not 

be used unless given by the doctor or parents/carers, and that only the stated dose must be taken or else 

medicines can make them very ill. 

 Sex Education – Our sex education curriculum is appropriate to the age of our children and covers positive 

relationships and life cycles.  It encourages all children to have respect for personal and private space, and 

to make informed decisions.  In Year 2 the children are introduced to the human life cycle using appropriate 

terms.  We acknowledge it takes a man and a woman to make a baby and the baby grows inside the woman 

before it is born.  We do not use specific language. 

 Bullying – The school does not tolerate bullying in any form.  However, we are very clear on the difference 

between bullying and unacceptable behaviour.  A child who has been bullying is explained to in very strong 

terms what they have done and the effect it has had.  Parents of the child are informed and asked to support 

the school in reinforcing this is not tolerated.  The child who has been bullied is helped with strategies and 

counselled. All children involved are observed closely by all staff.  We also have a zero tolerance attitude to 

all forms of physical hurt and so parents will automatically be contacted either by the class teacher or me if 



an incident occurs.  If your child has physically hurt another child at school, they will have to write a sorry 

letter or draw a picture at home that night depending on their age.  Please support the school in reinforcing 

that physical hurt is wrong under any circumstances.   

Behaviour 

Please find listed below the behaviour the school deems totally unacceptable at all times and please reinforce 

this to your children, as it ensures Widcombe Infant School remains a happy, safe environment. 

 Physical violence to other children or staff 

 Rough play or play fighting in the playground 

 Bad manners and lack of consideration in the classroom, playground or anywhere else in the school 

 Bullying and racist behaviour 

 Climbing fences or the tunnel 

 Throwing stones and other objects, and using sticks 

 Urinating in the school grounds 

 

Events for Parents 

Parents Evening   The first of our three Parents Evenings will take place this term.  The Autumn term Parents 

Evening 3.30 – 6.30 p.m. on the 17th November is on an appointment basis and an appointment can be made 

before half term in the School Office.  Though appointments are made please be aware that you may have to 

wait for your child’s class teacher depending on issues that arise. All teachers aim to keep to time whilst 

balancing this against ensuring all issues that need to be are discussed. The purpose of the evening is for you to 

see your child’s work, to discuss how they have settled into their new classes, to discuss their academic work, 

behaviour and social skills, and to discuss any help you may be able to give your child to ensure their progress. 

Assemblies On Fridays at 10.15 a.m. in the hall, the classes take it in turns to lead the school assembly for that 

day.  You are very welcome to attend your child’s assembly and I have enclosed the dates in the diary so that 

you know in advance.  Our assemblies are quiet times and therefore once the children enter the hall there is no 

talking. 

Just before the Christmas holidays, we are aiming to perform our annual Christmas musical.  The children 

always rise to the occasion and are a joy to watch.  Tickets will be available from the School Office two weeks 

before and are limited to two per family so all children are able to have family at one of the performances.  They 

are free though you are able to make a donation towards the cost of the production if you wish to. Children will 

need a costume and details of this will go on the weekly bulletin after half term once parts are organised. 

Parents Meetings   Mrs Nicola Abreu, our Early Years Co-ordinator, and I will be running a meeting for all 

Reception Parents who are interested in learning more about the curriculum for their children, how their 

children are taught and how the Reception classrooms operate.  Do come along and ask any questions.  Also 

during the meeting, we will explain how we teach the children to read, our reading systems and how parents can 

contribute to the reading process. We do arrange these informal meetings during the year to increase your 

understanding of school, how we teach and how you can help your child. 

In addition, I will be running a meeting for parents of children in Year 1 and a further meeting for parents of 

children in Year 2 to explain any changes in teaching and school life, now the children have moved up to the 

next year group.  All parents are welcome to attend. 

Parents Helping in School    It is part of Widcombe Infant School life for parents to be included in the 

education of their children and we are aiming to start this again potentially after half term.  I very much value all 

the time and support parents give to this as it really enhances your children’s learning. We invite parents, who 

are able to give up a morning or afternoon, to work in their child’s classroom. Activities can include, for 

example, reading, cooking, maths games, sewing, art activities and computer work. We have parents who on a 

regular basis help with our gardening and this is one activity you can bring your toddlers to.  I would be 

delighted to hear from any parents who could help with gardening as we have extensive grounds that need to be 

looked after. In return we do not lock the school grounds after school to allow families to use them.  I would 

also be pleased to hear from any parents who could help in the Library on a regular basis keeping the books 

organised and tidy.  

 

We value the children going on trips to enhance their learning and on many occasions through the year class 

teachers will be asking for help to accompany the children.  If you can help in any of these ways do contact your 

child’s class teacher or myself. All adults working with children in the school need an appropriate Disclosure 



Barring check and we need your full name, email address and date of birth to begin this process. You will then 

receive an email which could go to your junk email for you to begin this application process. The documents 

you use also need to be brought to Mrs Turner at school. These checks must be completed before helping in 

school. When you receive confirmation of your check please bring it in to me so that I can enter you on the 

School Single Central Record. In addition, you will need to attend a parent helper meeting at least at the 

beginning of each academic year which is also a training session. The first of these will be planned once the 

school opens to parent volunteers. Finally, we have a friendly and hardworking PTA who organise many events 

during the year to develop the links between parents and to raise money for the school for extras.  Please come 

to their meetings to support them and if you can help on the committee, act as a class representative or help with 

the various events, do put your name forward.   

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your children an enjoyable, fun and successful 

school year and to thank you for your continued support to our school.  I look forward to working with you. 

 

 

 

                                                                      

                                                                        Alison Watts 

 

If anyone would like this newsletter in a different format such as Braille or another language, please 

contact the School Office. 



DIARY OF EVENTS – AUTUMN 2021 

September 2nd     In-service Day - School Closed 

September 3rd   8.45-8.55 a.m. Return to School 

September 10th  3.10 p.m. Nearly New School Uniform Sale 

September 14th  2.40 p.m. Year 2 Meeting for Parents - School Hall - All welcome 

September 15th     2.40 p.m. Year 1 Meeting for Parents - School Hall - All welcome 

September 24th     PAT In-service Day - School Closed 

September 28th  4.00 p.m. Governors Meeting 

September 29th  1.15 p.m. Year 2 Widcombe Trip 

October 4th         Reception children starting school full time  

  International Walk To School Week 

October 7th 8.30 a.m. Individual School Photographs 

October 8th  10.15 a.m. Class 6 Assembly - School Hall 

October 12th  2.40 p.m. Early Years Meeting for Parents - School Hall  

All Reception parents welcome 

October 15th  10.15 a.m. Class 4 Assembly – School Hall 

  

 

Charity Event - Ted’s Day Out for RUH. 

All children can bring a Teddy Bear to school and make a 

contribution. 

October 19th  12.45 p.m. School Council 

October 22nd       10.15 a.m.  Class 5 Assembly – School Hall 

25th – 29th October – HALF TERM 

November 1st       8.45-8.55 a.m. Return to School 

November 4th   Skipping Workshops 

November 12th  10.15 a.m.                 Class 3 Assembly - School Hall 

November 16th      Flu Vaccinations 

November 17th 3.30-6.30 p.m. Parent’s Evening.  All welcome. 

November 18th  Science Explorer Dome – The Body 

November 19th    10.15 a.m. Class 2 Assembly - School Hall 

November 23rd    4.00 p.m. Governors Meeting 

November 26th 10.15 a.m. Class 1 Assembly - School Hall 

December 8th ,9th,10th  2.00 p.m. Christmas Nativity - School Hall.   

December 13th   Children’s Christmas Parties - Children wear party  

clothes to school 

December 17th    3.15 p.m. Term end. 

18th December –  3rd January Christmas Holiday 

NB Year 2 will be visiting the Egg Theatre to see their Christmas production in December and 

Reception will be visiting the Egg Theatre to see ‘Snow Mouse’ in January. 

 

Tuesday 4th January  8.45-8.55 a.m. Return To School 

Friday 18th February 

Monday 7th March 

Thursday 7th April 

Friday 8th April 

Monday 20th June  

 In-Service Day – Assessment 

In-Service Day – Palladian Academy Trust 

In-Service Day – Paediatric First Aid Training 

In-Service Day – Paediatric First Aid Training 

In-Service Day – Reporting 

   

 



 

Term Dates 

    Term 3  Start  Tuesday 4th January 

      Finish Friday 18th February 

    Term 4 Start  Monday 28th February 

      Finish  Friday 8th April 

    Term 5 Start  Monday 25th April 

      Finish  Friday 27th May 

    Term 6 Start  Monday 6th June 

      Finish Friday 22nd July 


