
Introduction to the Early Years 

 

Staffing 

In Reception we have a large team of staff committed to your child’s development.  Below are the staff who 

work in each class.  The Headteacher will be at the front door for you to pass any urgent information that you 

may have for the day but we are at the door at the end of each day for everyday information.  Home School 

Communication books are checked daily so please feel free to write any messages in there too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum 

In Reception we follow the topics: 

 This Is Me 

 People Who Help Us 

 Transport Around the World 

 Animals 

 Minibeasts 

 Water 

At the start of each new term, we will display the topic and key objectives on the classroom window.  Miss 

Watts also writes our weekly focus on the weekly newsletter so that you can follow your child’s learning and 

discuss with them what they have been doing. 

 

Phonics 

In Reception we follow the very successful programme Read, Write, Inc. by Ruth Miskin.  The programme 

begins by teaching children initial pure sounds and then begins to blend these words together to make a word.   

At the start of the year we do not teach letter names when we teach reading or writing, or use capital letters 

unless it is the start of their name.  When we teach the sounds, we also teach them a rhyme to help them with 

their formation.  Below are the rhymes and pictures that the children are familiar with in the order that we 

teach them.  You may find that your child tells you the rhyme when you are practising their sounds with them.  

If they do this, please reinforce that we use those rhymes to write the sound but the letter makes the … sound.  



 

In our daily phonics teaching sessions your child will be in a group that provides them the amount of support 

that they require.  Within these sessions they learn how to say and form the sounds and how to segment them 

for writing.  This is the process of breaking up a word into its single sounds e.g. cat is made up of the sounds c-

a-t.  The children then progress to holding (remembering) and writing a caption or sentence.  Once all initial 

sounds are taught we begin to teach them digraphs (more than 2 letters make a sound).  In addition to our 

daily phonics sessions the children will complete a directed writing task each week. 

 

Home Learning 

The Read, Write, Inc. scheme is very effective in getting children to read and we have very successful readers 

in our school due to this.  Reading is the key to many things in your child’s development so it is a vital skill to 

learn.  We very much work as a partnership with you in regards to reading.  When we hear your child read, we 

will write a short comment telling you whether they have moved on to the next reading material or what they 

need a bit more practise with in order to move on.  It is very helpful for us if you can do the same each time 

you hear your child read.  This enables us to know what the children need to practise rather than spending 

time going over what they already know.  We aim to hear each child read twice a week.  This means that we 

do not have long with each child.  It is very beneficial if you could hear your child read for a few minutes each 

day so that we can spend the time moving them along and introducing them to new reading material.  Little 

and often is the key to successful readers.  We want the children to enjoy reading and for it to be a special 

time for you both.  Please do see us if you are finding it difficult to achieve this. 

As the children learn new sounds, they are given Word Time sounds.  When they are confident with those 

sounds, they will be given a Word Time sheet which has words that use those particular sounds.  When they 

are confident with blending (saying the initial sounds and combining them to make a word), they will be given 

the next Word Time sheet with new sounds.  Once the children have completed all the Word Time sheets, they 

move on to Ditties which contain short captions or sentences.  These are focused on improving fluency so we 

do not move the children on until they can say the sentence/ caption fluently and confidently.  The final stage 

are books which teach the children more ‘tricky words’ which are those that cannot be sounded out and are 

presented in a fictional story. 

 

Maths 

Each week the children complete a directed Maths task.  To begin with these are very practical using 

observations and will most likely be recorded on Tapestry.  As the children become more confident with 

numbers, we begin to record knowledge and form number sentences.  The maths focus for the week will be on 

the weekly newsletter. 

 



Structure of the Day 

The Early Years teaching principles are based around child-initiated activities where the child can choose from 

anything in the classroom, adult-initiated where the adult sets up activities and the children choose whether 

they would like to interact with it and adult-directed where the child has to complete an activity set by the 

teacher.  As mentioned above, the children complete a writing and maths task each week.  In addition to this 

we do short whole class learning sessions that cover the rest of the curriculum so that all children are exposed 

to all areas of learning.  On a Wednesday afternoon we have Wild Wednesday when we split into groups and 

are supported by our Forest School Leader, Zosia.  All our learning takes place outside in this session and 

covers a range of curriculum areas.  Please ensure that your child has a waterproof coat with a hood and 

wellies as we go out in all weather! 

 

Tapestry 

As you know, we use the online platform Tapestry to record the children’s learning.  Some of the observations 

that you receive will be whole group ‘news’ items e.g. our first lunch and others will be more specific to your 

child.  You will be able to see if it is a group observation because next to your child’s name it will say + ** 

others.  Any notes that you write on this observation are visible to the parents of the other children but any 

notes that you write on individual observations will only be visible by staff as that observation is visible by staff 

and you.  We would love you to share information on your child’s development with us e.g. riding their bike or 

trying some new food.  To do this please click on the ‘add observation’ button at the top and attach any 

photos or videos.  This will only be visible by staff and relatives linked to your child’s account. 

 

Helping in School 

In normal times we would love to have your support during the school day to help with reading, cooking or 

Wild Wednesday.  If you think that you would like to help out in school or on a school trip at some point in the 

next 3 years, it is worth getting your DBS check now as it will last the full 3 years that your child is at our 

school. 

 

 

 


