
Curriculum Meetings for Parents 

During the last term we ran a series of meetings for parents on the curriculum and supporting children at home. Below 
is an overview of the meetings for any parent who could not attend or where the information can be found. If you have 
any questions please do ask the Head Teacher. 
 
Maths Meeting 
One of our fundamental beliefs about mathematics, and something that underpins the teaching of all lessons, is that 
every child can be successful. We believe that, by encouraging the children to be resilient, to persevere and to recog-
nise that mistakes can be a powerful way of learning, all children can experience success in mathematics. It is im-
portant that all adults model these ideas, and that any negative associations we may have from our own schooling are 
not imparted to the children. (It’s not ‘I can’t do it’, but rather ‘I can’t do it YET’).  

When the children begin school in Reception, there is a strong emphasis upon developing early number skills, as re-
search shows that children who have a secure foundation in these skills go on to become more competent mathemati-
cians. These skills include one to one correspondence (the idea that when counting a set of objects one number name 
refers to one item), ordinality (the idea that there is a given order for numbers that cannot be deviated from), cardinali-
ty (the idea that the final number counted refers to the total number of items in a group), and subitising (the ability to 
look at a small set of objects and know how many there are without having to count them).  

Across all year groups, the children partake in daily counting activities. The children are taught to count forwards and 
backwards in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s because the ability to count fluently is fundamental to all the number operations. In 
Reception, the focus of addition and subtraction work is on numbers to 10 because this helps to build their fluency and 
ability to calculate mentally i.e. once a child is really secure in the knowledge that 7 + 3 = 10, it becomes easy for them 
to derive related number facts such as 17 + 3 = 20, 100 – 30 = 70, 23 + 7 = 30 etc). Once the children reach Year 2, they 
are taught formal written methods for addition and subtraction. They will also begin learning times tables and related 
division facts. For more detail about how we teach the number operations, please refer to our Calculation Policy which 
can be found on the school website.  

The Mathematics curriculum also includes geometry (shape and work related to positional language), measure (work 
related to length, capacity and weight, as well as time and money) and statistics (how data can be presented in differ-
ent ways).  

English Meeting 
Reading is taught through building up knowledge of individual sounds and blending them together to make words, as 
well as learning other words by sight if they cannot be sounded out e.g. said. If children cannot sound out a word it is 
good to support them to and to model it to them. Reading to children and with the children is important to build up 
enjoyment of reading. It is important to talk about the books with the children so they develop their understanding, 
including predicting what would happen next and finding answers to questions in the text.  
Writing is taught through learning how to write an individual letter and sounding out words to write them, before 
writing captions and sentences. Lots of modelling for the children is important before adding in punctuation and de-
scriptive words. The children are initially supported through retelling stories or writing about experience,  
before exploring more creative writing. 
Spelling is taught through 
• sounding out e.g. c a t  
• practising writing the word 
• using syllables e.g. ob  ser  va  tion 
• focusing on the tricky part of a word e.g. said 
• using spelling rules 
A leaflet called A Guide To Spelling Rules has been sent out to Year 1 and Year 2 parents. It will be sent to  
Reception parents when the children move into Year 1, as the spelling rules only apply to these year groups. 
 
Computing Meeting 
Please look at the information on our school website. Click on ‘Curriculum’ and scroll down to Computer Meeting for 
Parents.  


